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Key points about: virtual credit card numbers

1. A virtual credit card number lets you make purchases online without sharing the number that’s on your
physical card.

2. Using a virtual credit card number may reduce your risk of credit card fraud.

3. Virtual credit card numbers generally don’t work for in-person transactions, but you may be able to
hide your credit card number in person by using a digital wallet.

When you hear reports of website security breaches and credit card
fraud, you may wonder whether sharing your credit card number for an
online transaction is safe. While you’re typically not liable for unauthorized
charges, having your card details exposed to unauthorized users may
come with inconveniences, such as needing to request a new card
number or dispute charges with your credit card issuer.

A virtual credit card gives you a number that’s tied to your credit card account but isn’t
the same as the number on your credit card. Virtual cards also include CVVs and
expiration dates that differ from the ones on your physical credit card.

How does a virtual credit card number work?

You can use virtual credit card numbers as payment for purchases online or in a digital
wallet. Virtual cards won’t work for transactions that require a physical card.
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Pros and Cons of Virtual Credit Cards

What is a virtual credit card good for?

A virtual credit card keeps your account number private, so you don’t need to change
your physical card number if your virtual card number is compromised.

What are the drawbacks of using a virtual credit card?

You can’t use a virtual credit card for something you buy in person. Because virtual
credit card numbers are different than the number on your physical card, the seller
won’t be able to verify that you’re carrying the card that was used to make the
purchase.

Is a virtual credit card the same as an instant-use
credit card?

Virtual cards aren’t the same as instant-use cards. A virtual card offers a number that’s
different from the one on your physical card, and you can get a virtual card number at
any time. An instant-use card is one you can use for spending as soon as you’re
approved, and the number you get may be the same as the one on your physical card. 

Instant-use cards don’t necessarily provide a virtual credit card number. And some
credit cards that offer virtual cards may not have instant-use cards.

How can I create a virtual credit card number if my
credit card issuer doesn’t offer them?

If your credit card provider doesn’t offer a virtual number, there are still ways you can
avoid using your actual card number for online shopping. To keep your card number
private without using a virtual credit card number, you can add your card to a digital
wallet on your computer or mobile device, or you can use a service like Click to Pay.

What’s the difference between a virtual credit card
and a digital wallet?

A virtual card and a digital wallet both keep your physical card number private, but a
virtual credit card only works for an online transaction. A digital wallet can work with

Virtual card numbers aren’t a good choice for recurring payments. A virtual
card number is usually temporary and may expire before the next payment is
due.

Getting a credit card Using your credit card Credit card rewards See if you're pre-approved 

See if you're pre-approved 

12/14/25, 11:39 AM What is a Virtual Credit Card? | Discover

https://web.archive.org/web/20231123060004/https://www.discover.com/credit-cards/card-smarts/what-is-a-virtual-credit-card/ 2/6

https://web.archive.org/web/20231123060004/https://www.discover.com/credit-cards/card-smarts/what-is-a-credit-card-number/
https://web.archive.org/web/20231123060004/https://www.discover.com/credit-cards/clicktopay/
https://web.archive.org/web/20231123060004/https://www.discover.com/credit-cards/card-smarts/getting-a-credit-card/?scmpgn=crdsmart_topnav_cat_gettingacc
https://web.archive.org/web/20231123060004/https://www.discover.com/credit-cards/card-smarts/using-your-credit-card/?scmpgn=crdsmart_topnav_cat_usingyourcc
https://web.archive.org/web/20231123060004/https://www.discover.com/credit-cards/card-smarts/credit-card-rewards/?scmpgn=crdsmart_topnav_cat_ccrewards
https://web.archive.org/web/20231123060004/https://www.discovercard.com/application/preapproval/initial?scmpgn=crdsmart_topnav_prq_preapproval
https://web.archive.org/web/20231123060004/https://www.discover.com/credit-cards/card-smarts/
https://web.archive.org/web/20231123060004/https://www.discovercard.com/application/preapproval/initial?scmpgn=crdsmart_topnav_prq_preapproval


any seller who accepts digital wallets, either online or in person.

If you’re worried about credit card fraud, a virtual credit card number may help you feel
safer when you shop online. A digital wallet can also help keep your account secure by
hiding your credit card information from unauthorized users.

Important information 

Did you know?

When you add your Discover Card to your digital wallet, your
spending earns the same rewards you would earn with your
actual credit card. Your digital wallet keeps your personal
information safe by hiding it from merchants. Logging into your
Discover Card account lets you easily link your card to your
digital wallet.
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